RPEMS: RECESS VOLUNTEER GUIDELINES

Identification:  Please sign in at the main office. Write your                                                                                                       name on yellow visitor pass. Pick up a recess volunteer tag.

Recess volunteering:  

1) Ask Ms. Rivetti (1st lunch), Ms. Woerner (2nd lunch), or Ms. Carter (2nd lunch) to show you to an area outside where you can assist with monitoring the children.

2) Provide supervision to all children in that area and refrain from focusing solely on your own child.

3) If recess must be indoors, please allow the school staff to organize this time period. You may wish to interact with the children (playing games/talking) while also moving throughout the MPR.

4) Conflict Resolution (please consult with school staff first before taking action outside of minor                               disagreements): See below
Minor disagreements (students not agreeing on what or how to play or not cooperating with each other) can be easily solved by asking each student their side of the story. Help them express their concern, brainstorm ideas and come to a compromise (or agree not to play together).
Minor behaviors (minor pushes/hits/inappropriate language/teasing others) involve reporting the incident to the administrator/RPEMS recess monitors. Children are often brought to a time-out area designated in order to cool down, think about solutions, and try again. This is generally no more than 5 minutes, but the time is assigned and monitored at the school staff’s discretion. 
Major behaviors (fighting/major disrespect/major bullying) must be referred to Miss Woerner (grades 3, 4, 5) or Ms. Rivetti (grades K, 1, 2) immediately. 
Transition to lunch:
1) When the whistle is blown, remind students to stop playing and get in their class line.  Assist by prompting students to remain quiet and listen to directions while in line.

2) Students must walk quietly into the cafeteria in one single line when directed.

3) All students must go to their assigned tables in the cafeteria and remain quiet for 5 minutes.  Once their class is called, those getting a lunch can proceed to the lunch line.

Lunch rules:
1) Students are assigned to sit with their homeroom class, unless there are special circumstances.

2) Students are called up to the lunch line by RPEMS staff on the microphone.

3) Students must ask for permission before leaving their seat.
4) Students use hand signals posted in the cafeteria when they need assistance (e.g. to use the bathroom, or get a drink of water).

Tips for volunteers:
1) Ask which area of the room you could monitor to be of the most assistance.

2) Help students with their lunches (e.g. opening containers) as needed.

3) Have children ask RPEMS school staff for permission to use bathroom; however, you may let them get water whenever appropriate. 

4) Assist with moving trash can so students may throw away their trash without getting out of seat.

5) All students are to be quiet the last few minutes before dismissal to class. Please model quiet behavior and  prompt students to follow directions of adults who are speaking.
NOTE: Parent recess assistants are considered “supervised volunteers.”  It is against BCPS volunteer regulations for you to escort students to the bathroom or inside (e.g. office or nurse) by yourself. Please alert school staff if a child needs such support.








